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* NOTICES * 

JPO and INPIT are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect 
the original precisely. 

2. **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1]A time stamp system which consists of a client apparatus and a server 
apparatus, comprising: 

A digest preparing means which creates two or more digests in which a client 
apparatus receives two or more digital documents. 

A digest coupling means which combines two or more digests created by this digest 
preparing means. 

An integrated digest preparing means which creates an integrated digest from two or 

more digests combined by this digest coupling means. 

An integrated digest created by this integrated digest preparing means. 

[Claim 2]The time stamp system according to claim 1, wherein a client apparatus has 
further a digital document setting means which specifies said two or more digital 
documents per a file or folder from a digital document on a personal computer or a 
network. 

[Claim 3] The time stamp system according to claim 2, wherein a digital document 
setting means specifies said two or more digital documents so that a time stamp 
certificate acquired before may be contained in said two or more digital documents. 
[Claim 4]A client apparatus specifies periodical digest creation time as a digest 
preparing means further. The time stamp system according to claim 1 by which a 
digest preparing means is characterized by having a time designated means to create 
said two or more digests periodically at this periodical digest creation time. 
[Claim 5]The time stamp system according to claim 1, wherein a client apparatus has 
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a verifying means which verifies whether a digital signature further contained in a time 

stamp certificate received by a receiving means is the right. 

[Claim 6]The time stamp system comprising according to claim 1: 

Sending time of a time stamp demand [ in / in time when a client apparatus is shown 

with a digital document with a time seal further contained in a time stamp certificate 

received by a receiving means / a means of transmittal ], 

A verifying means which verifies that it is between receipt time of a time stamp 
certificate in a receiving means. 

[Claim 7] The time stamp system comprising according to claim 1: 
A digital signature means for a server apparatus to combine an integrated digest and 
time information, to ask for a digital document with a time seal, and to generate a 
digital signature to a digital document with a time seal. 

A time stamp certificate preparing means which draws up a time stamp certificate 
from a digital document with a time seal generated by this digital signature means, and 
a digital signature. 

[Claim 8]The time stamp system comprising according to claim 1: 
A time acquiring means which acquires said time information to which server 
apparatus are two or more time acquiring means, and each time acquiring means was 
independently given by predetermined, fixed unit width with other time acquiring 
means according to a time stamp demand one by one. 

A coupling means which each coupling means combines data which included an 
integrated digest for time information acquired one by one by corresponding time 
acquiring means independently of other coupling means one by one, and draws up two 
or more digital documents with a time seal by two or more coupling means established 
corresponding to a time acquiring means of these plurality. 

A digital signature means to generate a digital signature to each digital document with 
a time seal which was drawn up by corresponding coupling means independently of 
other digital signature means by two or more digital signature means formed 
corresponding to a coupling means of these plurality as for each digital signature 
means. 

From two or more digital signatures generated by two or more digital signature means. 
Two or more digital signatures generated to a digital document with a time seal of 
identical time by two or more digital signature means. An integrated-digital-signatures 
preparing means which chooses one at a time for every digital signature means, and 
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creates integrated digital signatures from a selected digital signature, A time stamp 
certificate preparing means which draws up a time stamp certificate from a digital 
document with a time seal of integrated digital signatures created by this 
integrated-digital-signatures preparing means and said identical time. 

[Claim 9]The time stamp system according to claim 8, wherein each digital signature 
means is controlled not to generate a digital signature to at least one of the digital 
documents with a time seal of time which cannot turn into said identical time. 
[Claim 1 0]The time stamp system according to claim 8, wherein an 
integrated-digital-signatures preparing means and a time stamp certificate preparing 
means constitute a time stamp organization and each class of a time acquiring means, 
a coupling means, and a digital signature means constitutes a distributed partial time 
stamp organization. 

[Claim 1 1]A client apparatus of a time stamp system characterized by comprising the 
following. 

A digest preparing means which creates two or more digests which receive two or 
more digital documents. 

A digest coupling means which combines two or more digests created by this digest 
preparing means. 

An integrated digest preparing means which creates an integrated digest from two or 
more digests combined by this digest coupling means. 

A means of transmittal which sends a time stamp demand included an integrated 
digest created by this integrated digest preparing means to a server apparatus of a 
time stamp system, and a receiving means which receives a time stamp certificate to 
said two or more digital documents from a server apparatus. 

[Claim 1 2]The client apparatus according to claim 1 1 having further a digital document 
setting means which specifies said two or more digital documents per a file or folder 
from a digital document on a personal computer or a network. 
[Claim 13]The client apparatus according to claim 12, wherein a digital document 
setting means specifies said two or more digital documents so that a time stamp 
certificate acquired before may be contained in said two or more digital documents. 
[Claim 1 4]The client apparatus according to claim 1 1 specifying periodical digest 
creation time as a digest preparing means, and having further a time designated means 
by which a digest preparing means creates said two or more digests periodically at 
this periodical digest creation time. 
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[Claim 1 5]The client apparatus according to claim 1 1 having further a verifying means 
which verifies whether a digital signature contained in a time stamp certificate 
received by a receiving means is the right. 

[Claim 16]Sending time of a time stamp demand [ in / in time shown with a digital 
document with a time seal contained in a time stamp certificate received by a 
receiving means / a means of transmittal ], The client apparatus according to claim 1 1 
having further a verifying means which verifies that it is between receipt time of a 
time stamp certificate in a receiving means. 

[Claim 17]A server apparatus of a time stamp system characterized by comprising the 
following. 

A time acquiring means which acquires said time information to which each time 
acquiring means was independently given by predetermined, fixed unit width with other 
time acquiring means by two or more time acquiring means according to a time stamp 
demand one by one. 

A coupling means which each coupling means combines data which included an 
integrated digest for time information acquired one by one by corresponding time 
acquiring means independently of other coupling means one by one, and draws up two 
or more digital documents with a time seal by two or more coupling means established 
corresponding to a time acquiring means of these plurality. 

A digital signature means to generate a digital signature to each digital document with 
a time seal which was drawn up by corresponding coupling means independently of 
other digital signature means by two or more digital signature means formed 
corresponding to a coupling means of these plurality as for each digital signature 
means. 

From two or more digital signatures generated by two or more digital signature means. 
Two or more digital signatures generated to a digital document with a time seal of 
identical time by two or more digital signature means. An integrated~digital-signatures 
preparing means which chooses one at a time for every digital signature means, and 
creates integrated digital signatures from a selected digital signature, A time stamp 
certificate preparing means which draws up a time stamp certificate from a digital 
document with a time seal of integrated digital signatures, created by this 
integrated-digital-signatures preparing means and said identical time. 

[Claim 18]The server apparatus according to claim 1 7, wherein each digital signature 
means is controlled not to generate a digital signature to at least one of the digital 
documents with a time seal of time which cannot turn into said identical time. 
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[Claim 1 9]The server apparatus according to claim 17, wherein an 
integrated-digital-signatures preparing means and a time stamp certificate preparing 
means constitute a time stamp organization and each class of a time acquiring means, 
a coupling means, and a digital signature means constitutes a distributed partial time 
stamp organization. 

[Claim 20] It is the time stamp method characterized by comprising the following in a 
time stamp system which consists of a client apparatus and a server apparatus, and is 
the (a) client apparatus. 

A step which creates two or more digests which receive two or more digital 
documents. 

(b) A step which combines two or more digests created by step (a) in a client 
apparatus. 

(c) A step which creates an integrated digest from two or more digests which a client 
apparatus set and were combined by step (b). 

(d) A step which sends a time stamp demand included an integrated digest created by 
step (c) to a server apparatus from a client apparatus. 

(e) A digital document with a time seal which combined time information and an 
integrated digest which were acquired according to a time stamp demand, and was 
called for in a server apparatus. 

A step which draws up a time stamp certificate having contained a digital signature to 
a digital document with a time seal. 

(f) A step which receives a time stamp certificate to said two or more digital 
documents from a server apparatus in a client apparatus. 

[Claim 21 ]A time stamp method according to claim 20 having further a step which 
specifies said two or more digital documents per a file or folder from a digital 
document on a personal computer or a network in a client apparatus. 
[Claim 22]A time stamp method according to claim 21. wherein said step to specify 
specifies said two or more digital documents so that a time stamp certificate acquired 
before may be contained in said two or more digital documents. 

[Claim 23]A time stamp method according to claim 20, wherein it specifies periodical 
digest creation time and a step (a) has further a step which creates said two or more 
digests periodically at this periodical digest creation time in a client apparatus. 
[Claim 24]A time stamp method according to claim 20 having further a step which 
verifies whether a digital signature contained in a time stamp certificate received at a 
step (f) in a client apparatus is the right. 
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[Claim 25]Sending time of a time stamp demand [ in / in time shown with a digital 
document with a time seal contained in a time stamp certificate received at a step (f) 
in a client apparatus / a step (d) 3, A time stamp method according to claim 20 having 
further a step which verifies that it is between receipt time of a time stamp certificate 
in a step (f). 

[Claim 26]Said step (e) characterized by comprising the following is each time 
acquiring means of two or more time acquiring means of a server apparatus (el). 
A step which acquires said time information independently given by predetermined, 
fixed unit width with other time acquiring means one by one according to a time stamp 
demand. 

(e2) In each coupling means of two or more coupling means established corresponding 
to a time acquiring means of these plurality of a server apparatus, A step which 
combines data which included an integrated digest for time information acquired one 
by one by corresponding time acquiring means independently of other coupling means 
one by one, and draws up two or more digital documents with a time seal. 
(e3) A step which generates a digital signature to each digital document with a time 
seal drawn up by corresponding coupling means independently of other digital 
signature means in each digital signature means of two or more digital signature 
means formed corresponding to a coupling means of these plurality of a server 
apparatus. 

(e4) From two or more digital signatures generated by two or more digital signature 
means. Two or more digital signatures generated to a digital document with a time seal 
of identical time by two or more digital signature means, A step which chooses one at 
a time for every digital signature means, and creates integrated digital signatures from 
a selected digital signature, and integrated digital signatures created by step (e5) (e4) 
and a step which draws up a time stamp certificate from a digital document with a 
time seal of said identical time. 

[Claim 2 7] A time stamp method according to claim 26, wherein each digital signature 
means is controlled in said step (e3) not to generate a digital signature to at least one 
of the digital documents with a time seal of time which cannot turn into said identical 

time. 

[Claim 28]A method characterized by comprising the following of receiving time stamp 
service in a client apparatus of a time stamp system. 

(a) A step which creates two or more digests which receive two or more digital 
documents. 
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(b) A step which combines two or more digests created by step (a). 

(c) A step which creates an integrated digest from two or more digests combined by 
step (b). 

(d) A step which sends a time stamp demand included an integrated digest created by 
step (c) to a server apparatus of a time stamp system, and a step which receives a 
time stamp certificate to said two or more digital documents from the (e) server 
apparatus. 

[Claim 29]How to receive the time stamp service according to claim 28 having further 
a step which specifies said two or more digital documents per a file or folder from a 
digital document on a personal computer or a network. 

[Claim 30] How to receive the time stamp service according to claim 29, wherein said 
step to specify specifies said two or more digital documents so that a time stamp 
certificate acquired before may be contained in said two or more digital documents. 
[Claim 31]How to receive the time stamp service according to claim 28 specifying 
periodical digest creation time and having further a step to which a step (a) creates 
said two or more digests periodically at this periodical digest creation time in a client 
apparatus. 

[Claim 32]A digital document with a time seal which a time stamp certificate combined 
time information and an integrated digest which were acquired according to a time 
stamp demand, and was called for, In [ a digital signature to a digital document with a 
time seal is included, and ] a client apparatus. How to receive the time stamp service 
according to claim 28 having further a step which verifies whether a digital signature 
contained in a time stamp certificate received at a step (e) is the right. 
[Claim 33]A digital document with a time seal which a time stamp certificate combined 
time information and an integrated digest which were acquired according to a time 
stamp demand, and was called for. In [ a digital signature to a digital document with a 
time seal is included, and ] a client apparatus. Sending time of a time stamp demand 
[ in / in time shown with a digital document with a time seal contained in a time stamp 
certificate received at a step (e) / a step (d) ], How to receive the time stamp service 
according to claim 28 having further a step which verifies that it is between receipt 
time of a time stamp certificate in a step (e). 

[Claim 34] It is a method characterized by comprising the following of providing time 
stamp service in a server apparatus of a time stamp system, and is each time 
acquiring means of two or more time acquiring means of the (a) server apparatus. 
A step which acquires said time information independently given by predetermined, 
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fixed unit width with other time acquiring means one by one according to a time stamp 
demand. 

(b) In each coupling means of two or more coupling means established corresponding 
to a time acquiring means of these plurality of a server apparatus. A step which 
combines data which included an integrated digest for time information acquired one 
by one by corresponding time acquiring means independently of other coupling means 
one by one, and draws up two or more digital documents with a time seal. 

(c) A step which generates a digital signature to each digital document with a time 
seal drawn up by corresponding coupling means independently of other digital 
signature means in each digital signature means of two or more digital signature 
means formed corresponding to a coupling means of these plurality of a server 
apparatus. 

(d) From two or more digital signatures generated by two or more digital signature 
means. Two or more digital signatures generated to a digital document with a time seal 
of identical time by two or more digital signature means, A step which chooses one at 
a time for every digital signature means, and creates integrated digital signatures from 
a selected digital signature, and integrated digital signatures created by the (e) step 
(d) and a step which draws up a time stamp certificate from a digital document with a 
time seal of said identical time. 

[Claim 35] How to provide the time stamp service according to claim 34, wherein each 
digital signature means is controlled in said step (c) not to generate a digital signature 
to at least one of the digital documents with a time seal of time which cannot turn into 
said identical time. 

[Claim 36]A recording medium characterized by comprising the following which stored 
a program code in which computer reading for operating a computer as a client 
apparatus of a time stamp system is possible and in which computer applications are 
possible. 

The first program code with which a program code in which this computer reading is 
possible creates two or more digests which receive two or more digital documents. 
The second program code that combines two or more digests created by this first 
program code. 

The third program code that creates an integrated digest from two or more digests 
combined by this second program code. 

The fourth program code that sends a time stamp demand included an integrated 
digest created by this third program code to a server apparatus of a time stamp 
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system, and the fifth program code that receives a time stamp certificate to said two 
or more digital documents from a server apparatus. 

[Claim 3 7] A recording medium characterized by comprising the following which stored 
a program code in which computer reading for operating at least one computer as a 
server apparatus of a time stamp system is possible and in which computer 
applications are possible. 

The first program code for program codes in which this computer reading is possible 
to be two or more time acquiring means, and for each time acquiring means realize a 
time acquiring means which acquires said time information independently given by 
predetermined, fixed unit width with other time acquiring means one by one according 
to a time stamp demand. 

Corresponding to a time acquiring means of these plurality, by two or more 
established coupling means, each coupling means. The second program code for 
realizing a coupling means which combines data which included an integrated digest 
for time information acquired one by one by corresponding time acquiring means 
independently of other coupling means one by one, and draws up two or more digital 
documents with a time seal. 

Corresponding to a coupling means of these plurality, by two or more formed digital 
signature means, each digital signature means. The third program code for realizing a 
digital signature means to generate a digital signature to each digital document with a 
time seal drawn up by corresponding coupling means independently of other digital 
signature means. 

From two or more digital signatures generated by two or more digital signature means. 
Two or more digital signatures generated to a digital document with a time seal of 
identical time by two or more digital signature means. Choose one at a time for every 
digital signature means, and integrated digital signatures from a selected digital 
signature The fourth program code of ******, Integrated digital signatures created by 
this integrated-digital-signatures preparing means and the fifth program code that 
draws up a time stamp certificate from a digital document with a time seal of said 
identical time. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 

[0001] 

[Field of the Invention]In the service which pushes a time seal, this invention is not 
changed into a digital document after the time of a digital document having a time seal 
pushed. And when surely a time seal is pushed, it is related with the folder type time 
stamp system and distributed time stamp system which make it possible to prove that 
the target digital document existed. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] For example, under the patent system based on the 
first-to-invent rule in the U.S.. it is known that it will be possible to use as a proof the 
research note containing the date proves a right of priority to be. and the 
housekeeping book in which the date was attached further can be used as expenditure 
record in a final declaration. On the other hand, it is becoming very general to perform 
everyday record of a research note, a housekeeping book. etc. using a personal 
computer as a personal computer comes to be used daily. 

[0003]However, since what is depended on electric and the digital record on such a 
personal computer was rewritten easily, unlike the record written using the paper as a 
recording medium, it had the problem that the contents of record including a recording 
date could not be proved for a third party. 

[0004] On the other hand, "the personal time authentication device" of a statement is 
conventionally known by JP,7-254897,A as service which stamps a time seal on a 
digital document. This personal time authentication device builds a time stamp device 
into a smart card etc., and when performing a digital signature, it performs a time 
stamp together. A "digital time authentication device" given in JP,3-185551.A creates 
a time stamp device as one hardware platform, and the maker of a document performs 
a time stamp using the device. Since each of these is methods with which a document 
preparation person performs a time stamp, they tends to carry out forgery, and since 
they is not the proof by an independent organization, they is what has scarce 
reliability. 

[0005] "The electronic authentication method and a device" given in JP,6-14018,A 
draw up a compression document combining ORG (Cyclic Redundancy Check; Cyclic 
Redundancy Check), the parity, and the checksum to the original document, and 
perform a time stamp. The compression document drawn up by this method tends to 
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carry out forgery of the digital document which has the same compression document 
as compared with the compression document drawn up using the hash functions (for 
example, MD5, SHA-1, etc.) widely used as encoding technology now. 
[0006] Furthermore, the outside facilities to which "the method of pushing a time 
stamp on a numerical document certainly" given in the Patent Publication Heisei No. 
501571 [ six to ] gazette performs a time stamp draw up a time stamp certificate 
independently. The method of pushing this time stamp is easy for outside facilities to 
forge a time stamp certificate. 

[0007]In order to compensate this fault, the method of performing a digital signature in 
the compression document obtained with the application of the hash function to the 
digital document which combined the time stamp certificate which the received time 
stamp demand and its outside facilities published immediately before, and drawing up a 
time stamp certificate is proposed. Although this method makes it impossible that 
time stamp outside facilities forge a time stamp certificate as a matter of fact, it 
cannot verify whether an order within a different round (fixed time which publishes 
two or more time stamp certificates) is a right order. 

[0008]In order to prove that a time stamp certificate is genuine, the certificate 
published before it is needed. That is, unless it saves a time stamp certificate until it 
arrives at the value of the time stamp certificate in the time of saving all the time 
stamp certificates which time stamp outside facilities published, or being periodically 
exposed to public attention, it cannot prove that a time stamp certificate is genuine. 
For this reason, while needing a storage capacity huge as a system, huge time is 
needed for the proof of a genuine thing. 

[0009]Now, standardization of the protocol which sends the digital document 
compressed by the hash function in IETF (Internet Engineering Task Force) to outside 
facilities, and draws up a time stamp certificate to the sent compression digital 
document is advanced. In the method with which standardization is considered here. 
Outside facilities have already included the problem that the danger that a third party 
with the bad faith which is not allowed to acquire the possibility and the time stamp 
certificate of forgery of a time stamp certificate will acquire a time stamp certificate 
unjustly cannot be eliminated in order to draw up a time stamp certificate at one place. 
[0010] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] On the other hand, with the "time stamp 
device" of a statement. [ Japanese Patent Application No. / No. 35761 / 1 1 to ] A 
time stamp organization does not create a digital signature independently, but one 
time stamp organization owns the partial secret key equivalent to what divided the 
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secret key in public key encryption. When each partial sign organization which is an 
independent organization creates a partial sign independently, a means to prevent 
forgery of the time stamp certificate by a time stamp means is provided. In this time 
stamp device, the existence proof of a reliable digital document becomes possible by 
creating the creation history of a document periodically and drawing up the time 
stamp certificate about that document preparation history by a time stamp means by 
the client side using a time stamp means. 

[001 1]In order to eliminate the danger of the forgery which pushes the time seal which 
the danger of the theft of a secret key and the author of a digital document in case 
the outside facilities which perform a time stamp perform a digital signature in the 
server side using one secret key, and time stamp outside facilities conspired, and 
went back in the past. Two or more digital signature means divide and have a secret 
key of a time stamp device, and each digital signature means performs a digital 
signature independently. While this abolishes the danger of a secret key theft. Unless 
all the organizations that perform a means to acquire time, and a means to perform a 
digital signature conspire, by preventing from forging a time seal, it is safe and the time 
stamp outside facilities which offer time stamp service which can set reliance can be 
managed. It is possible to reduce a storage capacity substantially as compared with 
conventional method which does not need to keep any time stamp certificate 
published in the past, and mentioned it above. 

[001 2] However, when the dispersed time stamp organization performs a time 
signature in the same digital document independently using a partial secret key, unless 
it performs a digital signature in the digital document which attached the same time at 
all, a digital signature is unverifiable by the public key corresponding to a distributed 
secret key. 

[0013]This invention by in light of the above-mentioned problems acquiring the time 
stamp certificate for existence proof from the independent organization which can set 
reliance periodically, for example to the digital document on a personal computer. The 
digital document on a personal computer is considered as the same record as a 
research note or a housekeeping book in which a history remains daily, and it aims at 
providing a folder type time stamp system utilizable as a recording medium which can 
moreover prove the change creation record for a third party. 
[001 4] An object of this invention is to provide the distributed time stamp system 
which enables it to decode the integrated digital signatures obtained from two or more 
partial digital signature results when performing a time signature dispersedly 
independently using one public key. 
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[0015] 

[Means for Solving the Problem]In order to solve an aforementioned problem, this 
invention is a time stamp system which consists of a client apparatus and a server 
apparatus, and a client apparatus. A digest preparing means which creates two or 
more digests which receive two or more digital documents. A digest coupling means 
which combines two or more digests created by this digest preparing means, An 
integrated digest preparing means which creates an integrated digest from two or 
more digests combined by this digest coupling means, A means of transmittal which 
sends a time stamp demand included an integrated digest created by this integrated 
digest preparing means to a server apparatus. Have a receiving means which receives 
a time stamp certificate to said two or more digital documents from a server 
apparatus, and a server apparatus, A time stamp system drawing up a time stamp 
certificate having contained a digital document with a time seal which combined time 
information and an integrated digest which were acquired according to a time stamp 
demand, and was called for, and a digital signature to a digital document with a time 
seal is provided. 

[001 6] A digest preparing means which creates two or more digests in which this 
invention receives two or more digital documents, A digest coupling means which 
combines two or more digests created by this digest preparing means. An integrated 
digest preparing means which creates an integrated digest from two or more digests 
combined by this digest coupling means, A means of transmittal which sends a time 
stamp demand included an integrated digest created by this integrated digest 
preparing means to a server apparatus of a time stamp system. A client apparatus of a 
time stamp system having a receiving means which receives a time stamp certificate 
to said two or more digital documents from a server apparatus is provided. 
[0017]This inventions are two or more time acquiring means, and each time acquiring 
means. They are a time acquiring means which acquires said time information to which 
other time acquiring means were independently given by predetermined, fixed unit 
width according to a time stamp demand one by one. and two or more coupling means 
established corresponding to a time acquiring means of these plurality, A coupling 
means which each coupling means combines data which included an integrated digest 
for time information acquired one by one by corresponding time acquiring means 
independently of other coupling means one by one. and draws up two or more digital 
documents with a time seal. Corresponding to a coupling means of these plurality, by 
two or more formed digital signature means, each digital signature means. A digital 
signature means to generate a digital signature to each digital document with a time 
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seal drawn up by corresponding coupling means independently of other digital 
signature means, From two or more digital signatures generated by two or more digital 
signature means. An integrated-digital-signatures preparing means which chooses 
two or more one digital signatures of every generated to a digital document with a 
time seal of identical time by two or more digital signature means for every digital 
signature means, and creates integrated digital signatures from a selected digital 
signature, A server apparatus of a time stamp system having integrated digital 
signatures created by this integrated-digital-signatures preparing means and a time 
stamp certificate preparing means which draws up a time stamp certificate from a 
digital document with a time seal of said identical time is provided. 
[001 8] In [ this invention is the time stamp method in a time stamp system which 
consists of a client apparatus and a server apparatus, and ] the (a) client apparatus. In 
a step which creates two or more digests which receive two or more digital 
documents, and the (b) client apparatus, A step which combines two or more digests 
created by step (a), (c) A step which creates an integrated digest from two or more 
digests which a client apparatus set and were combined by step (b), (d) In a step 
which sends a time stamp demand included an integrated digest created by step (c) to 
a server apparatus from a client apparatus, and the (e) server apparatus, A digital 
document with a time seal which combined time information and an integrated digest 
which were acquired according to a time stamp demand, and was called for, A time 
stamp method having a step which draws up a time stamp certificate having contained 
a digital signature to a digital document with a time seal, and a step which receives a 
time stamp certificate to said two or more digital documents from a server apparatus 
in the (f) client apparatus is provided. 

[001 9] A step which creates two or more digests which this invention is the method of 
receiving time stamp service in a client apparatus of a time stamp system, and receive 
a digital document of (a) plurality, (b) A step which combines two or more digests 
created by step (a), (c) A step which creates an integrated digest from two or more 
digests combined by step (b). (d) A step which sends a time stamp demand included 
an integrated digest created by step (c) to a server apparatus of a time stamp system, 
(e) Provide a method of receiving time stamp service having a step which receives a 
time stamp certificate to said two or more digital documents from a server apparatus. 
[0020]In [ this invention is the method of providing time stamp service in a server 
apparatus of a time stamp system, and ] each time acquiring means of two or more 
time acquiring means of the (a) server apparatus, A step which acquires said time 
information independently given by predetermined, fixed unit width with other time 
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acquiring means one by one according to a time stamp demand, (b) In each coupling 
means of two or more coupling means established corresponding to a time acquiring 
means of these plurality of a server apparatus, A step which combines data which 
included an integrated digest for time information acquired one by one by 
corresponding time acquiring means independently of other coupling means one by 
one, and draws up two or more digital documents with a time seal, (c) In each digital 
signature means of two or more digital signature means formed corresponding to a 
coupling means of these plurality of a server apparatus, A step which generates a 
digital signature to each digital document with a time seal drawn up by corresponding 
coupling means independently of other digital signature means, (d) Choose two or 
more one digital signatures of every per digital signature means generated to a digital 
document with a time seal of identical time by two or more digital signature means 
from two or more digital signatures generated by two or more digital signature means, 
A step which creates integrated digital signatures from a selected digital signature, (e) 
Provide a method of providing time stamp service having integrated digital signatures 
created by step (d) and a step which draws up a time stamp certificate from a digital 
document with a time seal of said identical time. 

[0021]This invention is a recording medium which stored a program code in which 
computer reading for operating a computer as a client apparatus of a time stamp 
system is possible and in which computer applications are possible, A program code in 
which this computer reading is possible. The first program code that creates two or 
more digests which receive two or more digital documents. The second program code 
that combines two or more digests created by this first program code. The third 
program code that creates an integrated digest from two or more digests combined by 
this second program code, The fourth program code that sends a time stamp demand 
included an integrated digest created by this third program code to a server apparatus 
of a time stamp system, A recording medium having the fifth program code that 
receives a time stamp certificate to said two or more digital documents from a server 
apparatus is provided. 

[0022]This invention is a recording medium which stored a program code in which 
computer reading for operating at least one computer as a server apparatus of a time 
stamp system is possible and in which computer applications are possible, A program 
code in which this computer reading is possible. The first program code for each time 
acquiring means to realize a time acquiring means which acquires said time 
information independently given by predetermined, fixed unit width with other time 
acquiring means one by one by two or more time acquiring means according to a time 
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stamp demand. Corresponding to a time acquiring means of these plurality, by two or 
more established coupling means, each coupling means. The second program code for 
realizing a coupling means which combines data which included an integrated digest 
for time information acquired one by one by corresponding time acquiring means 
independently of other coupling means one by one. and draws up two or more digital 
documents with a time seal. Corresponding to a coupling means of these plurality, by 
two or more formed digital signature means, each digital signature means. The third 
program code for realizing a digital signature means to generate a digital signature to 
each digital document with a time seal drawn up by corresponding coupling means 
independently of other digital signature means. From two or more digital signatures 
generated by two or more digital signature means. Two or more digital signatures 
generated to a digital document with a time seal of identical time by two or more 
digital signature means. Choose one at a time for every digital signature means, and 
integrated digital signatures from a selected digital signature The fourth program code 
of ******. A recording medium having integrated digital signatures created by this 
integrated-digital-signatures preparing means and the fifth program code that draws 
up a time stamp certificate from a digital document with a time seal of said identical 
time is provided. 
[0023] 

[Embodiment of the InventionjHereafter. an embodiment of the invention is described 
using a drawing. 

[0024] The composition of the folder type time stamp system concerning a first 
embodiment of this invention is shown in drawing 1 . 

[0025]In drawing t , the folder type time stamp system 1. The digest preparing means 
1 1 in which text information, picture information, and speech information create the 
digest of the target object digital document G among the digital documents contained 
suitably. The digest coupling means 13 which combines two or more digests created 
by this digest preparing means 11. The integrated digest preparing means 15 which 
creates an integrated digest to the result of the whole produced by combining two or 
more digests by this digest coupling means 13. The means of transmittal 17 which 
sends data including the integrated digest created by this integrated digest preparing 
means 15 to the digital signature preparing means 19 via the time stamp means 21. 
The time acquired from the time acquiring means 23 later mentioned to data including 
the integrated digest received from said integrated digest preparing means 15 via this 
means of transmittal 17 is combined. A time stamp means 21 for it to be created by 
the digital signature preparing means 19 which creates a digital signature to this 
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united whole, and these each means, and to send the time stamp certificate 
containing the integrated digest, the time, and the digital signature which were 
acquired to the receiving means 25, It is constituted by the time acquiring means 23 
which provides the time at the time of there being an inquiry by this time stamp means 
21 as time information, and the receiving means 25 which receives the time stamp 
certificate sent from said time stamp means 21. 

[0026] Here, the digest preparing means 11, the digest coupling means 13, the 
integrated digest preparing means 15, the means of transmittal 17, and the receiving 
means 25 constitute the client part 100. and the digital signature preparing means 19, 
the time stamp means 21, and the time acquiring means 23 constitute the server part 
200. 

[0027]Hereafter, with reference to drawing 1 , the time stamp processing in a first 
embodiment is explained. 

[0028]The object digital document G which consists of the text information created 
by the author, picture information, speech information, binary information, or those 
combination. By the digest preparing means 1 1 in the folder type time stamp system 1, 
while timing improvement in the speed of processing, It is made not to send the 
original document to the server part 200, and in order to obtain a value which is 
different with very high probability to a document different moreover, a hash function 
(for example, SHA-1 and MD5) is used for every digital document, and a digest is 
created. 

[0029]If a hash function is specifically made into h, two or more digital document g^ 
which constitutes the object digital document G, gg, — , the digests h (g^) and h (gg), 
— . h (g„) will be created by the digest preparing means 1 1. 

[0030] Next, they are [ each digests h (g|) and h (gg), — , ] h (g^) and h as a result of 
having combined h (gj by connection, by the digest coupling means 13, for example. 
— (ga) h (gn) is obtained. An integrated digest is created by the integrated digest 
preparing means 15 from this joint result. 

[0031 ]If the hash function used by the integrated digest preparing means 15 here is 
set to i, i (h (g^), h (ga) — h (g„)) will become an integrated digest. The integrated digest 
i (h (g|), h (gj) — h (gj) is sent to the digital signature preparing means 19 via the time 
stamp means 21 by the means of transmittal 17. 

[0032] The digital signature preparing means 19 creates digital signature s to the 
integrated digest i (h (g^), h (gg) — h (gj) and the digital data containing the time t 
acquired by the time acquiring means 23, and sends out this digital signature s to the 
time stamp means 21. 
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[0033]Then, in the time stamp means 21, the time stamp certificate containing this 
digital signature s, and the integrated digest i (h (g,), h (gg) — h (g„)) and the time t is 
published, and it sends out to the receiving means 25. 

[0034] By getting the independent organization which can set reliance periodically to 
the digital document on a personal computer to publish the time stamp certificate for 
existence proof according to a first embodiment. Also in the digital document which a 
related document, a figure, a table, etc. are united and constitutes one systematic 
document in many cases. The digital document on a personal computer is related with 
other digital documents on the personal computer which is creating those related 
document or them, and it becomes possible to acquire a time stamp certificate. 
[0035]The reliability of the existence proof of the document which performed the time 
stamp can be improved, the digital document on a personal computer can be further 
considered as the same record as a research note or a housekeeping book in which a 
history remains daily, and it can utilize as a recording medium which can moreover 
prove the change creation record for a third party. 

[0036]After the time of a time seal being pushed, two or more digital documents are 
not changed by this, and when surely a time seal is pushed, it becomes possible to 
prove that the digital document of these plurality existed simultaneously. And it is not 
necessary to judge the necessity of a time stamp certificate for every digital 
document, and in order for what is necessary to be collecting to two or more digital 
documents, and Just coming to acquire one time stamp certificate, it becomes 
possible to utilize time stamp service by low cost. 

[003 7] Next, the composition of the folder type time stamp system concerning a 
second embodiment of this invention is shown in drawing 2 . 

[0038] In drawing 2 , the folder type time stamp system 3, The digest preparing means 
31 in which a text document, picture information, and speech information create the 
digest of the target object digital document G among the digital documents F 
contained suitably. The digest coupling means 33 which combines two or more digests 
created by this digest preparing means 31, The integrated digest preparing means 35 
which creates an integrated digest to the result of the whole produced by combining 
two or more digests by this digest coupling means 33, The means of transmittal 37 
which sends data including the integrated digest created by this integrated digest 
preparing means 35 to the digital signature preparing means 39 via the time stamp 
means 41, It combines with data including the integrated digest which received the 
time acquired from the time acquiring means 43a mentioned later from the integrated 
digest preparing means 35 via said means of transmittal 37, A time stamp means 41 
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for it to be created by the digital signature preparing means 39 which creates a digital 
signature to this united whole, and these each means, and to send the time stamp 
certificate containing the integrated digest, the time, and the digital signature which 
were acquired to the receiving means 45, The time acquiring means 43a which 
provides the time at the time of there being an inquiry by this time stamp means 41 as 
time information. The receiving means 45 which receives the time stamp certificate 
sent from said time stamp means 41, The verifying means 47 which verifies the time 
stamp certificate received via this receiving means 45, A time designated means 49 to 
direct the creation timing of a digest to said digest preparing means 31, The digital 
document setting means 51 which specifies the digital document made into an object 
from the digital document F, it is constituted by the time acquiring means 43b which 
provides said digest preparing means 31, the means of transmittal 37, the receiving 
means 45, and the time at the time of it having been alike, and receiving and there 
being an inquiry to the verifying means 47 as time information. The time acquiring 
means 43a and the time acquiring means 43b may be the same. 
[0039]Here The digest preparing means 31 and the digest coupling means 33, The 
integrated digest preparing means 35, the means of transmittal 37, and the receiving 
means 45, The verifying means 47. the time designated means 49. the digital document 
setting means 51 . and the time acquiring means 43b constitute the client part 1 00. and 
the digital signature preparing means 39, the time stamp means 41, and the time 
acquiring means 43a constitute the server part 200. 

[0040]Hereafter. with reference to drawing 2 , the time stamp processing in a second 
embodiment is explained. 

[0041] As opposed to the digital document F which consists of the text on [ from a 
personal computer ] the accessible inside of a personal computer, or a network, a 
sound, a picture, binary information, or those combination. The object digital document 
G specified per the file or folder by the digital document setting means 51 is specified. 
[0042] If it detects that the time specified by the time designated means 49 based on 
the time which the digest preparing means 31 acquired from the time acquiring means 
43b came, the digest preparing means 31 receives the object digital document G, A 
digest is created using hash functions, such as SHA~1 and MD5, for every digital 
document. 

[0043]In a hash function, if h and an object digital document are made into g|, g2 , 
and g„, the digests h (g,) and h (gg). — . h (g„) will be created by the digest preparing 
means 31. 

[0044] By the digest coupling means 33, as a result of combining h (g„) by connection. 
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they are [ the digests h (g,) and h (gg), ] h (g,) and h (gg), for example. — h (gj is 
obtained. An integrated digest is created by the integrated digest preparing means 35 
from a joint result. 

[0045]If the hash function used by the integrated digest preparing means 35 is set to 
i, i (h (giX h (gg) — h (gj) will become an integrated digest. The integrated digest i (h 
(giX h (gg) — h (gj) is sent to the digital signature preparing means 39 via the time 
stamp means 41 by the means of transmittal 37. 

[0046]As opposed to the digital data containing the time t which acquired the digital 
signature preparing means 39 by the integrated digest i (h (g^), h (gg) — h (gj) and the 
time acquiring means 43a, Digital signature s is created and this digital signature s is 
sent out to the time stamp means 41. 

[0047]The time stamp means 41 publishes the time stamp certificate containing the 
integrated digest i (h (g^), h (gg) — h (g„)X the time t, and digital signature s, and sends 
it out to the receiving means 45. 

[0048]The verifying means 47 verifies that it is the right digital signature by which the 
digital signature currently attached to the time stamp certificate received by the 
receiving means 45 was created by the digital signature preparing means 39. 
[0049] It verifies that the time attached to the time stamp certificate is after the time 
which the means of transmittal 37 sent to the digital signature preparing means 39. 
and it is before the time which the receiving means 45 received. 

[0050]As mentioned above, according to a second embodiment, it adds to the effect in 
a first embodiment, A time stamp certificate is periodically acquired to the file on the 
personal computer furthermore specified by the folder or the file basis, The series of 
the time stamp certificate which could record the creation change history of the file 
on a personal computer including the relation with a related file, and was acquired over 
long time can be used as the certificate by the third party to the creation change 
history of the file on a personal computer. Offer of the time stamp means by which it 
is reliable to a digital document more than a research note or a housekeeping book 
since forgery is difficult of the series of this time stamp certificate is attained. 
[0051] Such a program for folder type time stamp systems mentioned above can 
improve the distributivity of the folder type time stamp program by recording on a 
recording medium and being provided using this recording medium. 
[0052]Next, the composition of the distributed time stamp system concerning a third 
embodiment of this invention is shown in drawing 3 , 

[0053]In drawing 3 , the distributed time stamp system 101. Fixed time information t^j 
of unit width which a constant interval is set and is at least 1 time or more and which 
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exists independently respectively n times, — , two or more time acquiring means 1 13a, 

1 13b, . 1 13s which acquire t^j. It is provided every every [ these time acquiring 

means 1 13a and 1 13b / one ] 113 s, and time information ty is combined with the 

digital document M, Two or more coupling means 111a, 111b. 1 1 1s which create 
digital document Mt^ with a time seal independently respectively. These coupling 

means 111a and 111b, two or more digital signature means 1 15a, 1 15b 1 1 5s to 

be formed one [ at a time ] every Ills, and to create a digital signature independently 
respectively. The digital signature means 115a and 1 15b of this plurality, two or 
more digital signatures independently created in 115 s are received. Choose the digital 
signature mutually created from the equal digital document Mt with a time seal out of 
the digital signature of these plurality every [ each digital signature means 1 15a and 

1 15b / one ] 115 s, and the digital document Mt equal to those selected each other 

with a time seal is received. Created digital signatures are consisted of by the 
integrated-digital-signatures preparing means 1 17 which creates 
integrated-digital-signatures c, and the time stamp certificate preparing means 119 
which draws up the time stamp certificate T containing the digital document Mt with 
these time seals, and integrated-digital-signatures c. 

[0054]Hereafter, with reference to drawing 3 , the distributed time stamp processing in 
a third embodiment is explained. Although explanation is advanced focusing on the 
system of the coupling means 1 11a here, also in other systems, it is the same. 
[0055]In the coupling means 1 1 la in [ the digital document M which consists of the 
text document drawn up by the author, picture information, speech information, binary 
information, or those combination to ] the distributed time stamp system 101, It is 
combined with the time acquired by the time acquiring means 1 13a, and the digital 
document Mt with a time seal is drawn up. The digital signature to this drawn-up 
digital document Mt with a time seal is created by the digital signature means 115a. 
Thus, the digital signature created by each digital signature means 1 15a, 1 1 5b, 1 1 5s 
is brought together in the integrated-digital-signatures preparing means 1 1 7. 
[0056] Furthermore, the integrated-digital-signatures preparing means 117 creates 
integrated digital signatures from the digital signature to the digital document Mt with 
those common time with a time seal, when the one digital document Mt with common 
time with a time seal can choose every digital signature means 115. Then, the time 
stamp certificate preparing means 119 draws up the digital document Mt with a time 
seal used for creating integrated digital signatures, and the time stamp certificate T 
including integrated digital signatures. 

[0057] Hereafter, an example is given and explained about digital signature creation. 
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Here, RSA public key encryption is used as an example of public key encryption. 
[0058] First, p and q are made into a sufficiently big prime number, and it sets with 
n=pq. And phi(n) = (p-1) (q-1) 

The relatively prime integer e is defined suitably. That is, gcd(e) =(q (p-l)-l) 1, and n 

and e are used as a public key, and it is ed=1 mod phi (n) about d. 

When you come out and you consider it as a certain integer, let p, q, and d be secret 

keys. 

[0059]The digest obtained with the application of a hash function (for example, SHA~1 
and MD5) by the digital document Mt with common time with a time seal is set to m. 
[0060] It sets with c=m*^mod n. Let c be integrated digital signatures eventually created 
by the integrated-digital-signatures preparing means 1 17 at this time. When the total 
of the digital signature means 1 15 in drawing 3 is set to s, d is expressed by the sum of 
a number, and it is d=d|+d2+. — It sets with d^. 

[0061 ]If Ct=m'^^mod n, — , Cg^m^^^mod n, will serve as c^, — , a digital signature 

created by the s digital signature means 1 15a, 1 15b 1 15s. The digital document 

containing (Mt, c) turns into the time stamp certificate T. 

[0062]Next, the composition of the distributed time stamp system concerning a fourth 
embodiment of this invention is shown in drawing 4 . 

[0063]In drawing 4 , the distributed time stamp system 103, The receiving means 130 
which receives the digital document M by communication, and n times which a 
constant interval is set and is at least 1 time or more. Fixed time information t|. of unit 
width which exists independently respectively, — , two or more time acquiring means 

133a, 133b 133s which acquire t^j. Time information ty is combined with these time 

acquiring means 133a and 133b, the digital document M that one was provided at a 
time every 133 s, and was received by the receiving means 130, Two or more coupling 

means 131a, 131b, , 131s which create digital document Mty with a time seal 

independently respectively. These coupling means 131a and 131b two or more 

digital signature means 135a, 135b, 135s to be formed one [ at a time ] every 131 s, 
and to create a digital signature independently respectively. The digital signature 

means 135a and 135b of these plurality two or more digital signatures 

independently created in 135 s are received, The digital signature mutually created 
from the equal digital document Mt with a time seal out of the digital signature of 

these plurality is chosen every [ each digital signature means 135a and 135b / 

one ] 135 s. As opposed to the digital document Mt equal to those selected each 
other with a time seal. The integrated-digital-signatures preparing means 137 which 
creates integrated-digital-signatures c from the created digital signature. The time 
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stamp certificate preparing means 139 which draws up the time stamp certificate T 
containing the digital document Mt with these time seals, and 
integrated-digital-signatures c. It is constituted by the means of transmittal 141 
which returns the sender of a digital document the time stamp certificate T drawn up 
by this time stamp certificate preparing means 139 by communication. 
[0064] Drawing 5 and drawing 6 show the relation of the acquisition-times information 
in third and fourth embodiments. Here, the relation of acquisition-times information is 
shown for the case where there are three digital signature means in the example. In 
drawing 5 and drawing 6, t^^, t2t, and tg^ express the time which three time acquiring 
means acquired to the 1 st time, respectively, and ti2. tgg, and %2 express the time 
which three time acquiring means acquired to the 2nd time, respectively, tn. %2. and t,^ 
express exact time when three time acquiring means perform time acquisition to the 
1st time, respectively, tj^, tjg, and express exact time when three time acquiring 
means perform time acquisition to the 2nd time, respectively. 
[006 5] It means having acquired the time information same to the 1 st time also as 
three time acquiring means, and having acquired as same the time information as the 
2nd time in drawing 5 . In this case, t^^^tgi^tai serves as time used for creation of 
integrated digital signatures. Similarly, it expresses having acquired the time 
information with the 1st same time of the third time acquiring means in drawing 6 as 
the 2nd time of the second time acquiring means for a start. In this case, t^]^]2^^z 
serves as time used for creation of integrated digital signatures. 
[0066] Drawing 7 shows the relation between the exact time at the time of the time 
acquisition at the time of cutting fine as compared with drawing 6 , and making width 
into a half, and acquisition-times information. In drawing 7 , t„, tg^, and tg^. Express the 
time which three time acquiring means acquired to the 1st time, respectively, and t^g, 
t22, and tag. Expressing the time which three time acquiring means acquired to the 2nd 
time, respectively, t^g, tg^, and tgg express the time which three time acquiring means 
acquired to the 3rd time, respectively. and t^ express exact time when three 

time acquiring means perform time acquisition to the 1st time, respectively, tj^. tjg, and 
tj3 express exact time when three time acquiring means perform time acquisition to 
the 2nd time, respectively, t^,. tj^, and t^a express exact time when three time acquiring 
means perform time acquisition to the 3rd time, respectively. In the example which 
made this unit width the half, in order to acquire the same time information by three 
time acquiring means, each time acquiring means needs to perform at least three time 
acquisition. 

[0067]Although the constant interval to which each time acquiring means performs 
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time acquisition can be set as arbitrary length, it is preferred to set up equally to the 
fixed unit width of the time which each time acquiring means acquires. 
[0068]It is also possible to make into the acquisition times of the 2nd henceforth time 
produced at the time acquired to the 1st time by adding the time of the fixed unit 
width decided beforehand one by one, without performing time acquisition of the 2nd 
henceforth actually. In this case, each time acquiring means may only perform time 
acquisition once, 

[0069]Although the fixed unit width of the time which each time acquiring means 
acquires can be set as arbitrary length. The more it makes unit width small, while the 
accuracy of the time acquired improves the more, the number of the digital signatures 
which each digital signature means will create will increase until the one digital 
document Mt with common time with a time seal can choose for every digital 
signature means. 

[0070]However, when time for the digital document M to reach each coupling means 
has dispersion. It is possible to reduce the number of digital signatures, as creation of 
the digital signature to at least one of the time which is not used as common time by 
any means as follows in the digital signature means corresponding to coupling means 
other than the coupling means which starts most as for time is not performed. 
[0071] Drawing 8 expresses the relation of time width which a digital document may 
reach to two different coupling means. (1) of drawing 8 expresses the case where a 
digital document cannot arrive at another coupling means only after the time which a 
digital document is the latest and may reach one coupling means, and (2) of drawing 8 , 
The time when a digital document may reach one coupling means latest is contained in 
the time zone when a digital document may reach another coupling means. And 
express the case where the time when a digital document may reach the former 
coupling means early most becomes the latter coupling means before the time when a 
digital document may arrive early most, and (3) of drawing 8, The case where the time 
zone when a digital document may reach one coupling means is thoroughly contained 
in the time zone when a digital document may reach another coupling means is 
expressed. The relation of the time zone when the same digital document as two 
arbitrary coupling means arrives becomes these three either. 

[0072] Drawing 9 expresses the context of a in case the time-of-arrival belt to the 
coupling means which a digital document reaches latest is during the time c and d and 
the time zone when a digital document reaches the other arbitrary coupling means is 
during the time a and b, b, c, and d. (1) of drawing 9 , (2). and (3) show the case 
equivalent to (1) of drawing 8 , (2), and (3), respectively. The coupling means which a 
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digital document reaches latest here is set to CI, and the other arbitrary coupling 
means are set to C2. The interval of unit width, i.e., tj, and tj+, is set to u. 
[0073]Generally each coupling means makes start time time produced at the time of 
the latest after current time decided beforehand by adding zero or more time 
beforehand specified in order to remove the time which is not used on 
integrated-digital-signatures creation by any means here. It is possible to draw up a 
digital document with a time seal by combining with a digital document by making into 
time information time of the specification number obtained with the time interval 
specified beforehand. 

[0074]Here, when the arrival time of a digital document has a fixed gap between 
coupling means, zero or more time specified beforehand is used in order that the 
coupling means which starts digital document preparation with a time seal previously 
may originally delay the start of digital document preparation with a time seal 
according to the gap. 

[0075]Also when the time width of the arrival time of the digital document in a 
coupling means may have change, the specification number is used in order to call for 
the digital document with a time seal of the time which is common to every digital 
signature means so that integrated digital signatures can certainly be made. 
[0076]Since current time is e and it is n= 1 supposing it sets to v a product with the 
greatest integral values n and u that do not exceed (c-b)/u in the case of (1) of 
drawing 9 and a digital document reaches C2 at the time e between time and t^. It is 
possible for t4 and zero or more time specified beforehand to set to v=n*u=1*u time 
when it was beforehand decided after current time. The time interval specified 
beforehand is u, and after the specification number adds 1 to the minimum integral 
value m more than (d-a)/u, it can be considered as the number of ** which 
lengthened n. In this case, since it is m= 5, the specification number is set to 5+1-1=5. 
[0077]As a result, it is not necessary to draw up the digital document with a time seal 
which makes t4 time information. What is necessary is to draw up only the digital 
document with a time seal which makes time information tg of the five specification 
number from tg produced by adding v to t4, tg, t^, tg, and tg. What is necessary is to draw 
up only the digital document with a time seal which makes t4, tg, t^, t^, and tg time 
information similarly, when e is between a and tg. What is necessary is to draw up only 
the digital document with a time seal which makes tg, ty, tg, tg, and t^o time information 
similarly, when e is between t4 and b. 

[0078]Supposing a digital document reaches C2 at the time e between time tg and t4 in 
the case of (2) of drawing 9 , current time is e and it is possible for t4 and zero or more 
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time specified beforehand to set to 0 time when it was beforehand decided after 
current time. The time interval specified beforehand is u and the specification number 
can be considered as the number which added 1 to the minimum integral value m more 
than (d~a)/u. In this case, since the specification number is set to 6. only the digital 
document with a time seal which makes a hour entry t4, tg, tg, t,, tg, and tg will be drawn 
up. 

[0079]Supposing a digital document reaches C2 at the time e between time tg and tg in 
the case of (3) of drawing 9 , current time is e and it is possible for tg and zero or more 
time specified beforehand to set to 0 time when it was beforehand decided after 
current time. The time interval specified beforehand is u and the specification number 
can be considered as the number which added 1 to the minimum integral value m more 
than (d-a)/ u. In this case, since the specification number is set to 3, only the digital 
document with time which makes tg, tj, and tg a hour entry will be drawn up. 
[0080] Now, if it is in a distributed time stamp system, usually. Since the digital 
signature means of a component distributes and holds some secret keys in public key 
encryption. Since a possibility that the time which the time acquiring means acquired 
independently respectively is in agreement is very small as what can be made small 
mentioned above the theft of a secret key, and the danger of forgery of a time stamp 
certificate, there is a problem that integrated digital signatures cannot be created. 
[0081]On the other hand, in a third and fourth embodiment, since time is acquired by 
fixed unit width as mentioned above, a possibility that the time acquired independently 
respectively will become equal can be made high. In the example shown in drawing 5 
and drawing 6 , if a constant interval is set and at least two time acquisition is 
performed for every time acquiring means, it will actually become possible to obtain 
the digital document with a time seal which is certainly common by all the coupling 
means from unit width and the relation of the time acquisition execution time 
difference between time acquiring means. As a result, the distributed time signature 
which raises the safety of a secret key is attained. 

[0082] Such a distributed time stamp program can improve the distributivity of the 
distributed time stamp program concerned by recording on a recording medium and 
being provided. 

[0083]Although a third and fourth embodiment mentioned above explained the case 
where RSA was used for public key encryption. This invention divides secret keys, 
such as elliptic curve public key encryption and DBA (Digital Signature Algorithm), 
without being limited to this, Even if it uses the public key encryption which can 
create the same digital signature as the digital signature created with a single secret 
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key from two or more divided secret keys, it is possible to create a digital signature 
and integrated digital signatures similarly. 

[0084] Even if it creates integrated digital signatures using the digital document which 
contains the digital document Mt with a time seal instead of the digital document Mt 
with a time seal, it is satisfactory in any way. It is also possible to create a digital 
signature directly, without furthermore applying a hash function to a digital document. 
One time information may be made to correspond to the one digital document Mt with 
a time seal, and two or more time information may be made to correspond to the one 
digital document Mt with a time seal. That is, when it corresponds to one time 
information, one digital signature is created from the one digital document Mt with a 
time seal, and when it corresponds to two or more time information, two or more 
digital signatures will be created from the one digital document Mt with a time seal. 
[0085] Next, the composition of the folder type distribution time stamp system 
concerning a fifth embodiment of this invention is shown in drawing 10. This fifth 
embodiment combines the first and a second embodiment which were mentioned 
above, and third and fourth embodiments. 

[0086]In drawing 1 0, the folder type distribution time stamp system 300 consists of 
the client part 100 and the server part 200. The client part 100 creates the time 
stamp demand R from two or more digital documents G which are time stamp objects, 
and passes it to the server part 200. The server part 200 draws up the time stamp 
certificate T based on the received time stamp demand R, and returns it to the client 
part 100. 

[0087]The example of 1 composition of the client part 100 in the folder type 
distribution time stamp system 300 of drawing 10 is shown in drawing 11 . The client 
part 100 of drawing 11 is equivalent to the client part 100 of drawing 2 in a second 
embodiment mentioned above, and has given identical codes to the identical 
configuration element. 

[0088]First, the digital document G which is the target of a time stamp out of the set 
F of a digital document is chosen by the digital document setting means 51. 
[0089] Next, in the periodical digest creation time specified by the time designated 
means 49, a digest is created for every digital document with the selected digest 
preparing means 31. After creating a digest last time here, about the digital document 
which does not have change in the contents, it is also possible to use the digest 
created last time. 

[0090]Next, by the digest coupling means 33. the digest which the digest preparing 
means 31 created about each of the object digital document G is combined, and one 
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new digital document is drawn up. 

[0091]Next, an integrated digest is created from this new digital document by the 
integrated digest preparing means 36. 

[0092]And the time stamp demand R including an integrated digest is sent to the 
server part 200 from the means of transmittal 37, 

[0093]In the server part 200, the time stamp certificate T is drawn up so that it may 
mention later, and it sends to the receiving means 45 of the client part 100. 
[0094] Next, sending time according [ the verifying means 47 ] to the means of 
transmittal 37 and receipt time by the receiving means 45, That the digital signature 
which compares the attestation time currently recorded on the received time stamp 
certificate T, and also is contained in the time stamp certificate T is a genuine digital 
signature created by the server part 200, It verifies using the public key corresponding 
to the secret key which the server part 200 used, and also it is verified whether the 
digest by which the time stamp is carried out with the time stamp certificate T is sent 
by the means of transmittal 37. 

[009 5] It becomes possible by including the last time stamp certificate in the object 
digital document G here to acquire a time stamp certificate including creation of the 
past of the object digital document G, and a change history. 
[0096]The example of 1 composition of the server part 200 in the folder type 
distribution time stamp system 300 of drawing 10 is shown in drawing 12. The server 
part 200 of drawing 12 is equivalent to the distributed time stamp system of drawing 4 
in a fourth embodiment mentioned above, and has given identical codes to the 
identical configuration element. 

[009 7] First, if the receiving means 130 receives the time stamp demand R, the copy 
will be sent to each coupling means 131. 

[0098] Next, each coupling means 131 combines the digital document M contained in 
the time acquired by the applicable time acquiring means 133 and the time stamp 
demand R, and draws up the digital document Mt with a time seal. 
[0099] Next, it creates with the partial secret key which acquires beforehand the 
digital signature to this drawn-up digital document Mt with a time seal in a digital 
signature means 135 to correspond. Thus, the digital signature created by each digital 
signature means 135 is brought together in the integrated-digital-signatures preparing 
means 137. 

[01 00] Next, out of the collected digital signature, the integrated-digital-signatures 
preparing means 137 chooses one digital signature with common time information per 
digital signature means 135, and creates integrated digital signatures. 
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[0101]And the time stamp certificate preparing means 139 draws up the time stamp 
certificate T using the created integrated digital signatures, and this is sent to the 
client part 100 from the means of transmittal 141. 

[0102]Other examples of composition of the server part 200 in the folder type 
distribution time stamp system 300 of drawing 10 are shown in drawing 13 . Drawing 13 
shows the distribution composition which employs the function of the server part 200 
by the independent independent organization, and has given identical codes to the 
server part 200 and identical configuration element of drawing 12 which were 
mentioned above. 

[0103]in drawing 13 — the coupling means 1 31 , the time acquiring means 1 33, and the 
digital signature means 135 ~ every one lot each the one distributed partial time 
stamp organization 205, [ constitute and ] Although it differs from drawing 12 in that 
the receiving means 130, the integrated-digital-signatures preparing means 137, the 
time stamp certificate preparing means 139, and the means of transmittal 141 
constitute the one time stamp organization 204, operation of each means is the same 
as the case of drawing 12 . 
[0104] 

[Effect of the Invention]It is considered as the record in which a history remains daily 
by acquiring the time stamp certificate for existence proof from the independent 
organization which can set reliance periodically to the digital document on a personal 
computer according to the folder type time stamp system of this invention as 
mentioned above. And it becomes possible to prove change creation record for a third 
party. 

[0105]Since it becomes possible to obtain the digital document with a time seal which 
is certainly common by all the coupling means according to the distributed time stamp 
system of this invention, the distributed time signature which raises the safety of a 
secret key is attained- 
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[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1]T he block diagram showing the example of composition of the folder type 
time stamp system in a first embodiment of this invention. 

[Drawing 2] The block diagram showing the example of composition of the folder type 
time stamp system in a second embodiment of this invention. 

[Drawing 3] The block diagram showing the example of composition of the distributed 
time stamp system in a third embodiment of this invention. 

[Drawing 4] The block diagram showing the example of composition of the distributed 
time stamp system in a fourth embodiment of this invention. 
[Drawing 5] The figure showing an example of the acquisition-times information 
acquired in drawing 3 and the distributed time stamp system of drawing 4 . 
[Drawing 6] The figure showing other examples of the acquisition-times information 
acquired in drawing 3 and the distributed time stamp system of drawing 4 . 
[Drawing 7] The figure showing other examples of the acquisition-times information 
acquired in drawing 3 and the distributed time stamp system of drawing 4 . 
[Drawing 8] The figure showing the relation of the time width to which a digital 
document may reach two different coupling means in drawing 3 and the distributed 
time stamp system of drawing 4 , 

[Drawing 9] The figure showing the example of the time width and the arrival time when 
a digital document may reach two different coupling means in drawing 3 and the 
distributed time stamp system of drawing 4 . 

[Drawing 10] The block diagram showing the example of composition of the folder type 

distribution time stamp system in a fifth embodiment of this invention. 

[Drawing 1 1] The block diagram showing the example of 1 composition of the client 

part in the folder type distribution time stamp system of drawing 10 . 

[Drawing 12] The block diagram showing the example of 1 composition of the server 

part in the folder type distribution time stamp system of drawing 10 . 

[Drawing 133 The block diagram showing other examples of composition of the server 

part in the folder type distribution time stamp system of drawing 10 . 

[Description of Notations] 

1 and 3 Folder type time stamp system 

1 1, 31 digest preparing means 

13 and 33 Digest coupling means 

1 5 and 35 Integrated digest preparing means 

17 and 37 Means of transmittal 

19, 39 digital-signature preparing means 
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21 and 41 Time stamp means 

23 and 43 Time acquiring means 

25 and 45 Receiving means 

47 Verifying means 

49 Time designated means 

51 Digital document setting means 

100 Client part 

101,103 Distributed time stamp system 

1 1 1,131 Coupling means 

1 13,133 Time acquiring means 

1 15,135 digital signature means 

1 17,137 integrated-digital-signatures preparing means 
1 19,139 Time stamp certificate preparing means 
130 Receiving means 
141 Means of transmittal 
200 Server part 

300 Folder type distribution time stamp system 

M Digital document 

T Time stamp certificate 

R Time stamp demand 
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